6267 Castille Ct., 
Gloucester KIC 1X4 


Ms Margaret Catley-Carlson, 
Deputy Minister of Health, 
Health and Welfare Canada, 
Jeanne Mance Building, 
Ottawa. 


K1A OK9 


July 29, 1989 


Dear Ms Catley-—Carlson, 


Congratulations on your appointment as Deputy Minister of 
Health and Welfare. After you get settled in, there is an urgent 
situation I hope you can deal with, 


For years, Health and Welfare officials said that people 
diagnosed as being disabled by pollution were merely suffering 
psychological problems. At first they made the statements 
themselves, then later attributed the statement to the medical 


community, when it seems no responsible medical organization ever 
made the statement. 


As a result of being branded as deluded, people who 
experienced disabling reactions to chemicals suffered a general 
loss of credibility. Families broke up. Careers ended. People 
didn't get reasonable accommodation in the workplace. Some died, 
most by suicide. 


Canadians are still committing suicide on a regular basis as 
a_ result of attitudes fostered by Health and Welfare. 


I hope you can act soon to clean up misconceptions created 
by the department, help people hurt by the department's previous 
attitudes, and help provinces identify and "rescue" those who 
would have been diagnosed if the efforts of others hadn't been 
swamped in a sea of bigotry from health officials. 
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Chris Brown 
(613) 837 7173 


